
Paul Webster, Com missioner Al Pingie, 
Heather McKean and �³Smokey the Bear�´ hand 
out trees to second grade at the George G. 
Blaisdell Elementary School in Bradford.  

Commissioner Joe DeMott reads the �³Arbor 
Day Pledge�´ to first grade students at Otto 
Eldred. 

Stan Hess and Heather McKean with first grade 
students at Smethport. 

Celebrating Arbor Day 

The Conservation District celebrated Arbor Day by 
sponsoring the �³My Growing Tree�´ program with the 
assistance of Stan Hess from DCNR, Bureau of 
Forestry, area foresters, John Saf of Keith Horn, Inc 
and Paul Webster of Bradford Forest Products, 
Commissioners Joe DeMott and Al Pingie, and 
�³Smokey the Bear�´. The first grade students in Kane, 
Otto Eldred, Smethport and the second grade students 
at George G. Blaisdell 
Elementary in Bradford each 
received an Eastern Hemlock 

seedling and a poster that 
included charts enabling the 

students to monitor their own height as well as the growth of 
their tree.  

 Heather McKean, Watershed Specialist with the 
McKean County Conservation District, spoke about the 
importance of Arbor Day and how trees protect and improve 
our water resources. Students learned about the water cycle 

and how trees decrease water 
pollution by creating riparian 
buffers and by stabilizing 
streambanks.  

 Stan Hess, John Saf 
and Paul Webster informed the students that the 
Eastern Hemlock is Pennsylvania�¶s state tree, 
identified the tree parts, and instructed the students on 
properly planting their new 
tree. In addition, Stan Hess  
performed a group activity 

which illustrated the 
renewable capacity of forests 

when properly managed.  

 

 
Mark you calendars�² Arbor Day is 

always the last Friday in April!  

 

 �³Smokey the Bear�´ with first grade students at 
Kane. 


