Collection of Unwanted Household Medicine Proves Successful

Volunteers complete inventory of the unwanted
household medicine.

residential products,

23 volunteers participated in the first ever
unwanted household medicine collection
McKean Countyheld on May 16at the
Bradford Regional Medical Center from 8
a.m. to noon.The event yieldedver 700
tons of uncontrolled substances and almost
10 gallons of controlled substances.

The event proved very successful with 71
people participating. Most citizens could
not thank us enough for having this event as
they did not know how to disposd the
materials. The event collectedonly

the kinds found in

household medicine cabinets. Our goal was to
have people empty their medicine cabinets and
bring the pharmaceuticals to us. We do want
people to flush unwanted or lefv medicines
down the drain, which can result in
contaminating the water and affecting aquatic
life and the drinking water supply. The best
way to keep pharmaceutical chemicals out of
our lakes and streams is to take unwanted or
expired prescription and verthecounter
medications to this collection, which ensures
environmentally safe disposal.” The event also
is a way to keep medications off the street and

out of children s hands.

Some of the unwanted medication collect¢
to prevent contamination to our waterway:

The event included many partners
including the McKean County Sheriff s
Department to keep Security tight at the
collection site and to transport the
controlled substances tdamot Medical

Center in Erie for incineration.

McKean County Sherriff s Deputy and
Environmental Enterprises await unwanted
controlledand uncontrolled substances.




