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 A new player posing a very immediate threat to the immense commercial and sport fishery of the Great Lakes 
has arrived  in the form of a plankton-sucking, jaw-breaking behemoth known as the Asian carp.   

 These voracious fish can grow to 4 feet long, weigh up to 100 pounds and con-
sume 40 percent of their body weight daily in plankton—the foundation of the Great 
Lakes food chain. In addition, these fish have  a very bad habit of wildly launching them-
selves out of the water in response to whirring boat and jet ski motors.  Once introduced, 
this species has proven impossible to eradicate.  After being “accidentally” introduced into 
the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers decades ago, they have steadily made a destructive pro-
cession  north to the Chicago Sanitary Ship Canal, where DNA water tests have confirmed 
their presence less than 1 mile from Lake Michigan.  This man-made shipping canal links 
Lake Michigan to the Mississippi River and provides an entryway to the entire great lakes 
ecosystem.    

 Realizing the very real threat facing the all of the Great Lakes fisheries and rec-
reation industries, New York, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Ohio and Ontario have joined in a 
lawsuit filed by Michigan’s Attorney General against the state of Illinois demanding clo-
sure of two lakeside navigation locks in the Chicago area.  A White House Summit is 

scheduled for Feb. 8 to discuss the issue while the Supreme Court debates whether it will hear the case.   
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